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Mayor, Town Council
History and Visitor Center Committee
June 2, 2022
Site Relocation of Springdale History and Visitor Center

Back when the Town acquired the property from the Best Western at 680 Zion Park Blvd, the
intention was to rehabilitate the old Canyon Ranch home and transform it into a history and
visitor center.
Due to foundation issues and an infestation of termites, the decision was made to demolish the
structure and start with a new building. This presented some unique challenges as the lot was
quite small and the new building would be required to adhere to all rules and regulations related
to setbacks, parking, etc. In order to best utilize the space and maximize the building footprint,
the Town was in talks with an adjacent property owner to combine parking and share access to
the lot. A few months ago, the Town was informed that the property owner was no longer
interested in a shared parking situation, which meant that the History Center would have to
have its own independent parking lot with the required number of stalls and ADA access. It was
also around this time that the contractor for the project decided to step away, leaving us without
a crucial member of the design team. After looking at several different options with these new
stipulations in place, the history center committee decided that without shared access, the new
building design no longer made sense and the structure would not be able to meet the needs for
the desired programming of the space. It was suggested that the committee take a step back and
reassess the project to see how to best move forward.
After some time, it was determined that the lot at 680 Zion Park Blvd was not a practical
location for this particular facility, however, the committee felt that there was another location
that could meet the programming needs of the history center: the George A Barker River Park.
Recently the Town purchased a parcel of land adjacent to the River Park with the intention of
expanding the park and creating a great space for people to recreate. The History Center
Committee feels that the addition of a history center at this location would further enhance the
space and provide some unique and exciting opportunities for both residents and visitors.
Because of this, the History Center Committee would like to propose relocating the Springdale
History Center to the George A Barker River Park and would like the council to discuss the
merits of this plan.
Relocating the building would provide several unique benefits and one drawback:
a. The primary drawback is that the location at the River Park takes it out of the downtown
area and, therefore, makes it less walkable. This also could reduce the number of walkins to the space.
b. Benefits of relocating include the following:
• Engaging Springdale residents and other stakeholders to identify priorities for the
expansion and redevelopment of the George A Barker River Park. We will have
another opportunity to solicit public input.
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Relocation of the facility to the entrance of the community provides quicker access to
visitors, providing an immediate opportunity to educate and inform visitors as they
first enter Springdale.
Proximity to the Virgin River: The Virgin River is key to the history of Springdale,
both historic and prehistoric. Locating the center adjacent to the river enables
opportunities to tell the story of that connection.
Integrating the facility with the Virgin River Management Plan and bring about more
awareness of all that the plan entails.
Opportunities to have visitors participate in contributive tourism / agrotourism
(Citizen Science, dark sky activities, water flow rates, etc.) in addition to expanded
programming options for residents, including youth activities, educational programs,
etc.
Integration of outdoor exhibit space within the park setting.
Partnership with the Paiute Indian Tribe of Utah: Due to the proximity of the River
Park to Paiute land, there is a unique opportunity to collaborate with the Tribe in
programming of the building, story-telling of early Paiute history, and other ways to
synergize (the Tribe has expressed a desire for a presence in Springdale and
developing a cultural center on their property).
Using this opportunity to improve restroom facilities for the park, including footwashing stations, efficient toilets, fountains, and fill stations, etc.
Addition of an amphitheater to the park.
Working with parks maintenance to improve irrigation, adding drought tolerant
lawns, etc.
Sound shielding a portion of the park from traffic noise on SR-9.
The relocation will better facilitate the ability of the History Center to meet all landuse requirements and achieve the objective of making this building a showpiece /
precedent study for ideal property development in town.
Take what was initially coined to be a history center and expand it into more of an
education and cultural center.

Plans for the original property located near the Best Western include incorporation of the lot
into the new streetscape project. Possible uses could include:
a. Pocket park
b. Treescape / streetscape expansion
c. Interpretive displays
d. Public restroom facilities
Attached are images including:
a. The aerial view of the existing property, including the existing boundaries of the George
A Barker River Park and the newly acquired property.
b. A rough concept plan showing locations of the new facilities and other park
improvements
c. Letters of supports from community members and other stakeholders

Figure 1: Aerial view of the George A Barker River Park as it currently exists. The new
property is shown outlined in yellow.

THE PAIUTE INDIAN TRIBE OF UTAH
440 North Paiute Drive • Cedar City, Utah 84721 • (435) 586-1112 • Fax (435) 867-2659

June 2, 2022
Springdale Town Council
118 Lion Boulevard
P.O. Box 187
Springdale, UT 84767
RE: Town of Springdale History and Visitors Center
Dear Springdale Town Council,
The Paiute Indian Tribe of Utah wishes to express its continued support of the Town of Springdale’s
History and Visitors Center. We understand the logistical challenges the Town has incurred with
determining a well suitable location for the new facility and we commend you on your ongoing
interested in seeing this project through.
Over the past few years, the Paiute Indian Tribe of Utah and the Town of Springdale have worked
together on our trail projects, participating in community events, supporting Town initiatives (grant
applications), and working in harmony as we strengthen our community partnership.
We understand that one of the proposed locations for the new History and Visitors Center is at the
River Park, which is adjacent to our property. The Paiute Indian Tribe of Utah is pleased to part of this
discussion and supports the proposed location. We feel the proposed location will support community
access, increase the space needed to host cultural presentations, exhibits, demonstrations, connect
visitors to our trails, and will support the Tribe’s efforts to utilize its existing property.
We look forward to our continued participation in this project and for the opportunity to share our
history and rich heritage to all those who visit Springdale and Zions National Park.
Sincerely,

Corrina Bow
Chairwoman
Paiute Indian Tribe of Utah

June 2, 2022
Mayor Bruno and Town Council,
It is unfortunate that the town could not work out an easement with the neighbors thus making
the new building difficult to build. I have been in support of the History Center and continue to
be in support of it. This setback should not stop the progress. It is my understanding that the
History Center is now being proposed at the River Park. Looking over the plans I think this is a
very good solution. Although it isn't in the center of town the park location offers a better
place for a well-designed center, including an upgrade to the present restrooms. It also helps
with the future plans of a Paiute center, (which I hope will continue to progress). The money
is there to do the project and I would hate to see us give that money back.
Springdale's history did not start with the announcement of Zion National Park. There were
many struggles to settle the area and continue to live here. It took strong-willed people to lay
the foundation for what we all now enjoy. It seems to me that we tend to lose that part of
Springdale and it is my desire to make sure that those early settlers are not forgotten. Education
is a powerful tool. The History Center is the key to doing just that, educating people and
preserving the Town's history. The River Park location will provide better access to the facilities
and those that will be stopping to use the park are more apt to go explore the center. With the
Virgin River nearby and the open space of the park, many more activities and interpretive
discussions can occur. Other amenities can be added to the new improved restrooms such as a
filling station, foot-washing station along with the current bike station. With a well-designed
building and surrounding area, the River Park can be better utilized and meet the needs of both
the residents and visitors.
Springdale is a beautiful place to live and visit. This project can be another part of why
Springdale is the place it is. I hope that the SR9 property is used for some type of park, rest
area, or the like. I encourage you to continue to support the History Center project.
Thank you for your time and your efforts in making Springdale better.
Sincerely,
Stan Smith

