Recreation, Arts and Parks (RAP) Tax Funding Award Notification and Agreement
This Agreement is made and entered into this 13th day of July 2022, by and between the TOWN
OF SPRINGDALE, a municipal corporation of the State of Utah (hereinafter “Town”) and ZION
CANYON MESA, a non‐profit Utah Corporation (hereinafter “MESA”). MESA is a 501(c)(3)
organization under the Internal Revenue Code.

RAP Funding Level:

$20,000

Awarded To:

Zion Canyon Mesa

Funding Type:

Operational Costs and Expenses

Section 1: Award. The Town of Springdale awards to MESA Recreation, Arts and Parks (RAP) Tax
funding in the amount of $20,000 for operating costs to defray operating costs for the MESA’S
programming as described in Exhibit A – Zion Canyon Mesa RAP Tax Application with the
following conditions of approval as outlined herein.
Section 2: Payment Requests. Payment requests should be made to Dawn Brecke, Town
Treasurer, as outlined below:
a.

Funds are grant funds and not reimbursable expenses.

b.

Funds will be available to MESA:

c.
d.

e.

i.

After July 15, 2022,

ii.

After this Agreement has been approved by the Town Council, and

The Town expects no more than four (4) payment requests.
Funds must be requested at least one week prior to date needed to allow for payment
to be processed. Checks are cut on Wednesday of each week and are available for pick
up on the following Monday.
Payments will be requested in writing (Exhibit B) using the attached payment request
form.

Section 3: Final Report. As a precondition to any payment, MESA will provide a written report
at the end of the programming year to the Town Council including:
a.
b.

A statement on how effectively the funding was utilized, including lessons learned for
future funding of similar programs.
A statement of actual costs for the 2022 annual operating budget.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties to this Agreement have caused it to be executed this 13th
day of July 2022.
TOWN OF SPRINGDALE

Barbara Bruno, Mayor

Attest:

Darci A. Carlson, Town Clerk

MESA

Louise Excell, Board Chair

Exhibit A

Town of Springdale – RAP Tax funding application for
Cultural Organizations Operational Costs and Expenses
Entity Information
Entity Name:
Zion Canyon Mesa (ZCM)

Entity Address:
P.O. Pox 145, Springdale, UT 84767

Physical Address: 145 Lion Blvd. Springdale, UT

Official Website (if applicable):
www.zioncanyonmesa.org

Contact Information
Contact Name:

Louise Excell

Contact Email:

lexcell@msn.com

Phone:

435-705-9993

PLEASE COMPLETE THE APPLICATION AS CLEARLY AND COMPLETELY AS POSSIBLE

Proposal for Funding – Operational Costs and Expenses
1. Entity mission or purpose:

Zion Canyon Mesa fosters the creation of life-enhancing work in the humanities and arts and community programming in the humanities and ar

5. Requested RAP funds ($):
$20,000

6. Funding request description:
Zion Canyon Mesa requests funding for its ongoing programming in Springdale. In May, 2021, the ZCM Board of Directors
approved an expanded mission to provide community programming in addition to its residency program, so along with our popular
"InSite" podcast series, which will continue, with an average of one new podcast every month or two, ZCM has widened its
programming to include public, free lectures, typically at the Canyon Community Center. ZCM aspires to fill the void at the CCC
when Zion Forever discontinued the very popular "Fern and J.L. Crawford Lectures." Additional programming will provide
workshops in the arts and humanities which will be available, often with a fee, to residents and visitors alike upon application.
ZCM is working with the staff at Canyon Community Center to schedule events. Two lectures in October 2021 were successful, and
two more with workshops entitled "Voices for the West" were scheduled in February 2022, but cancelled when recent COVID surge
shuttered the venue; lecture activities and workshops will resume when conditions allow. Podcasts, lecture/discussion events, and
workshops will be focused on subjects of interest for local and regional residents, and will have a Utah-centric approach.
Please see the attachment for program details.

Proposal Merits:
7. Briefly describe whether the funding is for assistance to start a new program, or funding for an ongoing program, or
organizational need.
ZCM requests funding for on-going programming: operational costs, including staff time, publicity, and any expenses related to
podcast production and airing; funding will also supplement stipends for speakers and presenters and their associated costs, such as
travel.

8. What is the rationale behind this funding request? How will it enhance Springdale and/or the community in general?
Based on the positive resonses from podcast listeners and lecture attendees, we continue to be assured that a locally produced and
locally based series of events will broaden cultural offerings in Springdale and provide an alternative to the fine programming
brought by Z-Arts. ZCM has developed a good relationship with Z-Arts, whose programming brings events in the performing arts,
film, theater, and crafts. ZCM, on the other hand, is able to offer events in the humanities disciplines of history, philosophy, writing,
and some social sciences, as well as speakers in the arts and art history.

9. Who are the potential beneficiaries of this funding? How will the funding improve their lives, experience, visit or
interaction with others?
Beneficiaries of the projects include Springdale residents and regional residents, as well as tourists who may be interested.
Programming will eventually expand to include in-school audiences as well as adults. We perceive a hunger locally for the types of
programming we will provide.

10. How does the funding move the goals of the General Plan forward?
Springdale's General Plan is currently being revised and updated; however, the current General Plan articulates the goal of "
supporting diverse year-round . . . cultureal programs and activities" in Chapter 10.3. In addition, Chapter 10.3.2 describes a goal of
supporting "existing and future private non=profit opportunities" and to communicate "the Town's openess to accommodating new
activities to relevant groups who may provide such activities."

11. Are there other possible sources of funding assistance? If so, what are these sources?
Zion Canyon Mesa has applied for funding from the following sources:
Washington County RAP Commission
Greater Zion Convention and Tourism (marketing funds awarded for "Voices for the West" which was postponed due to COVID)
Utah Division of Arts and Museums
Utah Humanities Council
Private individuals

Please submit the application along with any supporting documentation to: Rick Wixom at
rwixom@springdale.utah.gov or deliver to Springdale Town Hall, 118 Lion Blvd., Springdale, UT
Deadline for application submission is April 1, 2022

PODCASTS 2021

" T h e M ad nes s Of D is as s oc ia tio n" - C rai g Ch ild s
In this episode, Craig joins us from the front porch of his home in western Colorado, with
snowflakes swirling around him and ravens croaking in the junipers. He talks about how stories are
not the place but show the shape of a place. He shares several examples of how stories tend to
repeat in the same places over and over again simply because of the geology, or other mysterious
(but possibly simple) factors science hasn’t yet caught up to. We decided to save ghost stories for
another time.
Today we face many obstacles that keep us from connecting deeply to place. We touch on social
media, the internet, and other things that can remove us further and further from the land. This
removal results in dissociation, Craig says. “We won’t remain dissociated as a species and survive,”
he continues, “because then you don’t care about anything.”
We discuss the conundrum of being descendants of white colonizers, while at the same time being
rooted to the places where fate has deposited us. Craig believes that we have a responsibility to give
back to these places and their people who have given so much to us. Much of his work is an effort to
do this. “I’ll be dead and gone before I ever really figure out what needs to be fed back to this place,”
he says. “But at least I can get close, at least I can do my best.”

Th e Power of Mu sic : Ma rk Joh n son an d Pla yin g For
C h an ge
1

It’s impossible. A horn section in Burkina Faso backs a string quartet in Lyon, France, together with
guitarists in Nepal and Madrid while a choir in Manila supports the singer in Haiti and an African
kora soloist, and we aren’t halfway through the video. Everyone plays outside, in city streets,
courtyards, in front of temples, in marketplaces, train yards, beaches, jungles and deserts, visuals
that immediately impart a compelling sense of that place. Each player brings nuances from their
own musical culture, resulting in a fresh and distinct feel. One could write a book just about these
rhythmic confluences. As a Playing For Change Foundation school teacher observed, “it’s where all
cultural diversities collide into one beautiful harmony.”
Informed by years of recording studio experience and powered by his love and utter faith in music,
Mark Johnson pursued his vision of traveling songs around the world to bring people together.
Along with co-founder Whitney Kroenke Silverstein, they’ve grown a single such video, “Stand By
Me,” into an international movement. It’s a new art form, a sound engineer’s vision. And in this
moment that finds us isolated by Covid and wounded by the toxins coursing through our social
media, they prove that such technology can also unite through the intimacy and immediacy of
music.
Apr 2, 2021

A C onver sa ti on About Pr ac tice Wi th Kim Sta fford An d
Tere sa J or d an
Join Teresa Jordan and Kim Stafford in an ongoing conversation about practice. They talk about the
benefits of cultivating a daily practice, not just for the purpose of becoming a better artist or writer,
but also because it can improve one’s life. As Kim puts it, you may not write something good every
day, but if you write every day “it will be a better day.”
March 16, 2021
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Th e An thr op ol ogy O f Tr uth Pa rt 1 - The Se duc ti ons Of
C la rity : Ph il osop hy For A Fla tte ned W orl d W ith Thi
N guyen
This podcast is the first of a series on “The Anthropology of Truth.” Today in the U.S., truth, facts
and science are under unprecedented assault. What is happening? Is this just old news for us,
perhaps forever stuck in Plato’s Cave, mesmerized by the shadows? Or is there something about our
high tech and social media landscapes that act as accelerants and multipliers of our flaws?
Throughout this series we’ll explore different aspects of the Truth to see if we can figure something
out. We can’t think of a better way to start laying these issues on the table than with the
philosopher Thi Nguyen.
With a solid background in classic Western Philosophy, Thi unleashes Descartes’ “Evil Demon” onto
our current tech and social media landscape, then considers the resulting mayhem. The Demon
disrupts our lines of trust, and at every turn offers us a clearer, easier but flattened interpretation of
reality. Thi brings the current assault on truth, facts and science into focus by combining the
dynamics of echo chambers, “moral outrage porn,” game theory and the hazards of quantifying
complex environments.
Apr 20, 2021

Th e Thi rtee n Moon s of Henry Re al Bir d
Henry was born in 1948 and raised on the Crow Indian Reservation; he spoke only Crow until
entering first grade. Those cultural rhythms and traditions remain the primary influence on his
poetry. He earned his Master’s in Education and has taught everything from kindergarten, 4H and
Head Start to serving as president of Little Big Horn College. He rode bucking broncs in rodeos until
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he busted his hip, which somehow led him to poetry. He has written six anthologies, four poetry
collections, and twelve children’s books, which he also illustrated. He served as Montana’s Poet
Laureate from 2009 to 2011, was named the 2011-2012 Academy of Western Artists Cowboy Poet
of the Year, and his poetry collection “Horse Tracks” was named 2011 Poetry Book of the Year by
the High Plains Book Awards.
Henry lives on his ranch along Yellow Leggins Creek in the Wolf Teeth Mountains: "Now I'm raising
bucking horses, writing, and dreaming."
May 13, 2021

V ari an t: A Cele br ati on at Mod ern We st Fin e Ar t
The American West somehow still maintains its foothold in the global subconscious, its raw and
alluring brew of archetypes, wide-open dreamscapes of canyons and mountains, cowboys and
Indians, grizzly bears and buffalo. As such, quote/unquote “Western Art” continues to make coin by
milking these fantasies.
But of course, that West is long gone, if it ever really existed. What remains? What really happened
here? Where are we going? What is happening to the land, the indigenous peoples, the scant and
ever-diminishing waters? Who and where are the voices that will lead us forward?
Jun 15, 2021

Hel per, Uta h an d The Mysterie s of C omm un ity : Par t 1
“Uta h’s Mel ti ng Pot”
Helper, Utah was founded as a “helper engine” town in 1881. Here trains would pick up an extra
engine to help them up the steep, relentless grade of Price Canyon and over Soldier Summit. At the
beginning of the 20th century, Helper was a booming railroading and coal mining community. It
was also the most diverse place in Utah, with 27 different languages spoken in the town. Coal later
diminished in value, and eventually started to run out, and the community has been forced to find a
new way. From flower-planting to the inception of an annual arts festival, to the revitalization of
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Main Street’s historic buildings, Helper is finding ways to hold onto its story, while simultaneously
moving forward with an entirely new economy, one based on the arts and tourism.
Listen to find out what is contributing to the apparent ease and speed with which Helper's
economic shift is taking place. Is it Helper's union history? The diversity? Could the name Helper
play some role here? Does economic revitalization just take a few individuals who care? How
important is Helper's story? Are new residents and old-timers alike on board with these changes? Is
it the creation of opportunity, gentrification, or both? What does the future hold for Helper, Utah?
Aug 3, 2021

Hel per, Uta h an d The Mysterie s of C omm un ity : Par t 2
“Art As C ari ng”
In this episode, you will hear how Dave Dornan’s artwork is inseparable from Helper’s story. He’s
not interested in finding the beauty in things that are decidedly valuable but in finding “the beauty
in something that could become valuable.” Through painting an old useless carburetor he breathes
new life into it. Through picking and painting a rose from Chris Diamanti’s incredible rose garden,
he turns the retired miner’s caring into an icon through his own form of caring: art. And this is the
story of Helper, Utah; caring begets caring.
Aug 29, 2021

Ge nder s: The Story of Us All - K a thr yn B on d Stoc kton
In her new book Gender(s), a new volume in the MIT Press Essential Knowledge series, Kathryn
Bond Stockton explores the fascinating, fraught, intimate, morphing matter of gender. Stockton
argues for gender's strangeness, no matter how normal the concept seems; gender is queer for
everyone, she claims, even when it's played quite straight. And she explains how race and money
dramatically shape everybody's gender, even in sometimes surprising ways. Playful but serious,
erudite and witty, Stockton marshals an impressive array of exhibits to consider, including dolls
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and their new gendering, the thrust of Jane Austen and Lil Nas X, gender identities according to
women's colleges, gay and transgender ballroom scenes, and much more.
Nov 27, 2021

(COMING SOON) Mountain Meadows Massacre

(COMING SOON) Helper Part 3 - “Architecture As Caring”
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LECTURES AND WORKSHOPS
D I S T U R B A N C E A N D R E C O V E R Y IN E C O L O G IC A N D H U MA N
S YS T E MS : A C O N V E R S A T I O N W IT H DR . N A L IN I N A D K A R N I
• Friday, October 8, 2021
• 7:00 PM 8:00 PM
• Canyon Community Center
To watch this conversation via Zoom, please click here.
Or copy/paste this into your browser:
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_nYg9uVqbRUKL3HLxToQ6Iw
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining
the webinar.

Join us for a conversation with Dr. Nadkarni about disturbance and recovery in ecological
and human systems.
A lifelong interest and concern for trees led Dr. Nalini Nadkarni to an academic career to study and
understand trees, and to innovate activities and programs that raise awareness of the importance
of trees and nature to others.
Dr. Nadkarni is a rainforest ecologist, a Guggenheim Fellow, and a science communicator. She was a
faculty member at The Evergreen State College for 20 years, and in 2011, joined the University of
Utah as a Professor of Biology and Director of the Center for Science and Mathematics Education.
She received her B.S. degree from Brown University and her Ph.D. from the University of
Washington. Her awards include a Guggenheim Fellowship, an Aldo Leopold Leadership
Fellowship, the 2011 NSF Public Service Award, and the 2012 AAAS Award for Public Engagement,
and the 2013 Carr Medal for Conservation. Her research concerns the ecological roles of canopydwelling biota in forest ecosystems. She has published over 100 scientific articles and four scholarly
books.
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She is deeply interested in public engagement of science, and has given two TED talks, and has been
highlighted in magazines such as National Geographic, Glamour, and Playboy Magazine. She created
the “Research Ambassador Program” to train scientists to engage the public in non-traditional
venues, such as churches, pre-schools, tattoo parlors, and sports stadiums. In 2005, she co-founded
the Sustainability in Prisons Project, which brings science, scientists, and nature to incarcerated
men and women, and which is now being expanded to a national level.

T H E R E A L W O R L D IS V IR T U A L : H O W D IG I T A L L A N D S C A P E S S A V E
A C T U A L L A N D S C A P E S : A C O N V E R S A T IO N W IT H S IM MO N S
B U N T IN
• Saturday, October 16, 2021
• 7:00 PM 8:00 PM
• Canyon Community Center
Can something that is inherently placeless help us save our most important places?
The answer, believes Buntin, is yes. In this lecture, the journal’s founder and primary editor will
discuss how Terrain.org–the world’s longest publishing online environmental literary journal–came
to be, how it has evolved to be more responsive in our rapidly changing physical and political
environment, and the imperatives and opportunities for Terrain.org and other digital media to help
preserve our most important landscapes.
Register in advance for this webinar:
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_lZuCkwhbTqyY-13ZSTyaCQ
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the
webinar.

Simmons Buntin is the editor of the first online literary journal Terrain.org featuring
multi-genre pieces about the environment.
Simmons Buntin is a project manager, editor, writer, publisher, marketer, communications
manager, team leader, facilitator, thinker, creator, dog walker, and all-around good guy.
He is the editor-in-chief of Terrain.org, which he founded in 1997. He is also executive director and
president of the board of Terrain Publishing, the small parent nonprofit organization that provides
the business structure for Terrain.org and related educational, scientific, and literary activities.
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Simmons is the co-editor of the anthology Dear America: Letters of Hope, Habitat, Defiance, and
Democracy and the author of a book of community case studies — Unsprawl: Remixing Spaces as
Places — as well as two books of poetry published by Ireland’s Salmon Poetry: Bloom and Riverfall.
He has also published literary and technical writing, as well as a few photographs in such venues
as Orion, ISLE, Kyoto Review, North American Review, and Bulletin of Science, Technology, and
Society. He also teaches the occasional course at the University of Arizona Poetry Center and
lectures on web project management, community design and sustainability, editing, and writing.
Currently, Simmons is the director of marketing and communications for the College of
Architecture, Planning, and Landscape Architecture at the University of Arizona. In that capacity, he
is responsible for marketing, branding, communications, media relations, and storytelling for the
college and its programs. For more than a decade, he was also president of Ocotillo Design, though
that side business is now static.
Simmons is certified by the Project Management Institute as a Professional Project Manager (PMP),
the highest certification for the project management profession. He received his undergraduate
degree in political science from Auburn University, his Master of Urban and Regional Planning from
the University of Colorado at Denver (where he was chosen as the program’s outstanding 1997
graduate and his thesis on redeveloping suburban downtowns using principles of
sustainability won an American Planning Association – Colorado award), and his MFA in creative
writing (nonfiction) from the University of Arizona. He also holds a certificate in energy
management from North Carolina State University.

* C A N C E L E D * V O I C E S F O R T H E W E S T : W R IT IN G W O R K S H O P S
A N D C O MMU N I T Y C O N V E R S A T IO N S
• Fri, Feb 4, 20228:30 AM Sat, Feb 5, 20228:30 PM
• ZION CANYON MESA
Torrey House Press and Zion Canyon Mesa announce Voices for the West: Writing Workshops
and Community Conversations February 4-5, 2022.
Generate new work, take risks, and learn from experienced instructors and fellow writers in a
supportive and intimate space. The stunning redrock scenery of Springdale, Utah, provides
inspiration for poetry, fiction, and nonfiction writers -- writers of all levels are welcome. Hone your
craft at writing workshops during the day, and enjoy public events and readings with the awardwinning instructors in the evenings. Each workshop will have a maximum of 15 attendees. Ten full
scholarships will be awarded to attendees on the basis of financial need.
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