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Hi Darci,
Our major event for this period is the Shearer Guitar Symposium concerts going on this week with
the final concert Saturday, August 4 at the CCC.
Our next event will be the Springdale Poetry Writing Workshop on September 22 featuring Paisley
Rekdal, Cindy King, and Danielle Dubrasky each presenting a workshop.
I am enclosing a preliminary draft of the brochure for this event.
We have “revived” our Newsletter which I am including in this email. It is also posted on our
website.
I will not be available to send you an email for September’s meeting so this will cover both August
and September.
Thanks
Michelle
Michelle Giardina

    

The Art of Revision: What to Keep,
What to Cut and Why
Poets are often asked, by editors and writing
workshops, to cut back what “doesn’t work” in a
poem. But without the aid of editors or fellow
writers, how can we determine for ourselves what
stays or goes? In this workshop, students will
look at rough drafts and final versions of
published poems (some famous) to determine
why the authors kept what they did, and why they
cut what they cut, and what – ultimately – holds a
poem together.

The Poetry of Prose: the Art of the
Lyric Essay
Participants in this generative workshop will
explore the relationship between prose poetry
and lyric essays through examining genre-bending
hybrids of writers such as Lee Martin, Brian
Doyle, and
Maggie Nelson. Then, by
completing a writing exercise that combines
personal experience, researched fact, and free
association, they will take their first steps toward
producing a collage or braided lyric narrative.

Begin the day with coffee/juice, and scones, then
turn your imagination and creative energy loose
for three writing sessions designed to make you
write well, no matter the genre, no matter the
form.
At 9:00 a.m., Paisley Rekdal will present
“Get Your Scissors Out: Shaping the Final
Poem”
At 10:45 a.m., Cindy King will discuss “The
Poetry of Prose: the Art of the Lyric Essay”
A social break with lunch served by Z-Arts.
At 1:00 p.m., Danielle Dubrasky will
conclude with “You Can’t Always Get What
You Want: Character Development in the
Short Story”
Workshop concludes at 2:30 p.m.

Application
Name________________________
Phone________________________

You Can’t Always Get What You Want:
Character Development in the Short
Story
What does your protagonist want and what is the
main obstacle in the way? Will you resolve that
obstacle through character development or plot
turns? This workshop will use Ethan Canin’s
short story “The Year of Getting to Know Us” as
a model for how character development can
drive a story’s trajectory more effectively than an
elaborate plot. We will look at key scenes from
the story that use dialogue and setting to give
insight to a character’s emotional state and
discuss how to create a scene of inner awareness
and transformation.
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Make Dryden Happy:
Sign Up for The

Zion Canyon Arts and
Humanities Council’s

Writing Workshop

Email________________________

Saturday, September 22, 2018
Address_______________________

____________________________
Send $60 and application to:
Z-Arts, PO Box 115, Springdale, UT 84767
Class size is limited, so sign up early. Enrollment fee
of $60 includes all three workshops, treats, and lunch.
Sorry, we cannot enroll anyone for a single session.
We accept cash or checks, no credit cards.

Canyon Community Center
126 Lion Blvd., Springdale
8:15 to 2:30 with morning
orientation, snack & lunch.
You’ll learn to write well under the
tutelage of three of Utah’s finest
writing professionals - - -

Paisley
Rekdal:
Instructor in
English at the
University of
Utah and Utah
Poet Laureate
since May 2017.
Paisley is the author of a book of essays
titled The Night My Mother Met Bruce
Lee; the hybrid photo-text memoir Intimate;
and five books of Poetry: A Crash of
Rhinos, Six Girls Without Pants, The
Invention of the Kaleidoscope, Animal Eye,
and Imaginary Vessels. Animal Eye was a
finalist for the 2013 Kingsley Tufts Prize
and winner of the UNT Rilke Prize.
Imaginary Vessels was a finalist for the
Kingsley Tufts Prize and Washington State
Book Award. Her latest work of non-fiction
is a book-length essay, The Broken
Country: On Trauma, a Crime, and the
Continuing Legacy of Vietnam.
Paisley’s work has earned her a
Guggenheim Fellowship, the Amy Lowell
Traveling Fellowship, a Civatella Ranieri
Residency, a National Endowment for the
Arts Fellowship, Pushcart Prizes (2009,
2013), The AWP Creative Nonfiction Prize,
and numerous State Arts Council Awards.
Her poems and essays have appeared in the
New York Times Magazine, American
Poetry Review, the Kenyon Review, Poetry,
The New Republic, Tin House, The Best
American Poetry series (2012, 2013, 2017),
and on National Public Radio. Paisley is the
creator and editor of the community web
project, Mapping Salt Lake City.

Cindy
King:
Associate
Professor of
English at Dixie
State University
and Faculty
Editor of The Southern Quill and
Route 7 Review	
  
Cindy’s work has appeared in
Callaloo, North American Review,
American Literary Review, Jubilat,
TriQuarterly, Black Bird, River
Styx, Cimarron, Black Warrior,
Barrow
Street,
The
Pinch,
Cincinnati Review, and Nasty
Women Poets: An Unapologetic
Anthology of Subversive Verse.
Cindy is winner of a Tennessee
Williams Scholarship to the
Sewanee Writers’ Workshop and
the Agha Shahid Ali Scholarship in
Poetry from the Fine Arts Work
Center in Provincetown. Recently,
she was a Fellow at the Furious
Flower Poetry Center at James
Madison University.
She serves on the Artistic
Committee of the Blank Theatre in
Hollywood, California, as a reader
of scripts for the theater’s Living
Room Series.

Danielle
Dubrasky:
Associate
Professor of
English at
Southern Utah
University and
Director, Grace A. Tanner Center
for Human Values	
  
Danielle’s poetry has appeared in
Terrain.org, Pilgrimage, Sugar House
Review, Salt Front, Cave Wall, Contrary
Magazine, and Quilt & Parchment. Her
poems have also been published in the
limited edition art book Invisible Shores,
by the Red Butte press of the University
of Utah. Her chapbook “Ruin and Light”
won the Anabiosis Press chapbook
competition. She was a finalist for White
Pines Press, a semifinalist for Backwater
Press and Elixer Press, and a fellow at the
Virginia Center for Creative Arts. Twice
Danielle was a recipient of the Utah Arts
Council first place award in poetry. She is
the poetry editor for Contemporary Rural
Social Work journal and has developed a
curriculum for poetry writing exercises for
use in poetry therapy groups. Danielle
conducts poetry writing workshops on
“Metaphors and Symbolic Landscapes.”
She is the recipient of SUU’s Award of
Distinguished Scholar and Achievement
in Experiential Learning Award.
She
directs the Art of Literature program, a
partnership between SUU and the Utah
Humanities Council designed to bring
writers to the Southern Utah community
and the classroom.
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Vocables
Adding Musical Art
To Navajo Tradition
In May, Springdale was
treated to a unique
musical performance by
a remarkable young
pianist, Connor Chee.
Chee plays the classics
like Chopin,
Rachmaninoff and Liszt
in a magnificent style
that earned him First
Prize in the 2016
Bradshaw & Buono
International Piano
Competition but we got
more than that
— much more!
Chee’s original
compositions included
something new: Navajo
“Vocables”. His album
The Navajo Piano
explains that,
“traditional Navajo
chants [are] used as
sources of inspiration.
These compositions
draw from the rhythms,
forms, and melodies of
traditional Navajo
music.”
Connor Chee didn’t
invent vocables and his
compositions are not
even the most

prominent Native
American example.
That honor probably
goes to The AIM Song,
named for an intertribal
song often heard at
gatherings of members
of the American Indian
Movement.
But Chee has taken
vocables way beyond
the strictly traditional.
Blending virtuoso piano
with Navajo that have
been sung for
generations, he has
created something that
is both new and
traditional. In The
Navajo Piano, the Corn
Grinding Song and the
Squaw Dance Song are
part of the

compositions.
Chee explained to
Z-Arts that he wasn’t
even thinking of music
when he first created
music that included
vocables. “It was simply
to transcribe some of
the chants that my
grandfather sang for
preservation’s sake.”
In his album
Emergence, Navajo
chants by Keith Chee
were sampled and
incorporated into his
original piano
compositions.
You can keep track of
Chee’s performances and
buy his music at:
ConnorChee.com.

Page 2 – August 2018

Z-Arts in the Canyo n
Art Coming to a Community Center Near You
Prize Photography
from the 2018 Utah
State Fair
Closing August 6
The Zion Canyon
community is a hot spot
for both professional
and amateur
photographers. You can
tour the professionals’
studios along the length
of the Zion Canyon

corridor. You can see
the amateurs every few
feet. At the Springdale
Canyon Community
Center, you can see the
great ones from both
groups.
And, if seeing these
prize photos makes you
say, “I can do that!”
then you might want to
look at the entry

requirements for the
State Fair at
utahstatefair.com/
photography.
If you’re not quick
enough to see this
exhibit, plan on seeing
the next one:
Opening August 8
Vietnam Veterans:
Art Beyond Combat

Zion Canyon Arts & Crafts Fair in November – Call for Vendors
The 29th annual Zion
Canyon Arts & Crafts
Fair will be held on
Friday & Saturday,
November 23-24, 2018.
This year’s fair will be
held at the Canyon
Community Center
located at 126 Lion Blvd
in Springdale.
We would like to offer a
community crafts
Vendors! See
http://zarts.org/wp/call-for-vendors/
for complete information.
We date the applications as they arrive and review
them in September.
We will not accept any vendors after November 1st.
Selected vendors will be notified by October 1st.
Please, apply early and provide images of your
work.

Thanks!

booth. If you’re craftsy,
but don’t have enough
arts and crafts to fill a
booth for the weekend,
contact Joyce
Hartless. If a
consortium can be
created, Z-Arts would
really like to offer that
service to the local arts
community.

Last year’s fair was
overflowing with
multiple vendors
outside! We are
seeking vendors
offering unique,
handmade, and original
items.
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On September 22 in the Springdale Canyon Community Center !
Three of the best Utah writers will present a Writers’ Workshop
Paisley Rekdal

Cindy King

Ms. Rekdal has
won so many
literary honors
that there isn’t
enough space
to list them all

Ms. King is
assistant professor
of creative writing
at Dixie State
University and the
faculty editor of
DSU’s The
Southern Quill.

here. (Check out: paisleyrekdal.com
for a more complete list.)
Two that stand out are that she was
named the Utah’s Poet Laureate in
May 2017 and she is a professor of
English at the University of Utah.
Danielle Beazer Dubrasky
Ms. Dubrasky is
based at
Southern Utah
University where
she teaches
English and is the
Director of the
Tanner Center.

Ms. King is also the Managing Editor
of the literary magazine, Route 7
Review.

Tickets to the workshop are $60.00.
The workshop will start at 8:15 on
Saturday, September 22 at the
Springdale CCC. Contact Joyce
Hartless at (435) 772-3434 x 313 or
zarts@springdaletown.com to
reserve your tickets. Space is
limited! Lunch and light
refreshments are included. Details
available at www.zarts.org.

Heat Got You
Down?
Think about the
Z-Arts Holiday Gala

COMING
IN
DECEMBER
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Aaron Shearer Summer Institute:
Classical Guitar Concerts Come to Springdale
Each year, the Aaron
Shearer Summer
Institute comes to Zion
Canyon for a week of
classical guitar
instruction. Z-Arts is
honored to host two
concerts that week for
the Institute.
On Aug. 3, Armenian
guitarist and guest
instructor Gohar
Vardanyan will perform

A. Hirsh’s “Into the
Suite,” Billock and
Hedges’s “Fingerstyle
Suite,” and Vivaldi’s
Concerto for Two
Violins, Op. 3, No. 8 with
violinists Eli Wrankle and
Chris Quick. Locals will
recognize Wrankle as
the violinist for 3hattrio.
Both performances will
be held at the Canyon
Community Center.

at 8 p.m. Vardanyan will
perform works by
Fernando Sor, Augustine
Barrios, Isaac Albeniz,
Enrique Granados, and
Manual deFalla.
Admission: $15 or $5 for
students at door.
On Aug. 4 at 7:30 p.m.,
the student ensembles
and student orchestra will
perform Debussy’s “the
Girl with the Flaxen Hair,”

Gohar Vardanyan
Widely admired for her
technique and artistry,
Gohar Vardanyan has
performed throughout the
United States, Armenia,
Panama, Italy, and
Canada. She holds a
master’s degree in music
from the Juilliard School
where she studied with
Sharon Isbin.

Z-Arts is grateful for the support received from the Zion Canyon community, the State of Utah and the National Endowment for the Arts.

zarts.org

The Mission of the Zion Canyon Arts and Humanities Council (Z-Arts) is to
provide the residents of Springdale, Virgin and Rockville with opportunities to
engage the arts and humanities, so that they may expand their intellectual and
imaginative curiosity, and discover the value of critical and creative thought
and expression.

